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Attention SLPS! Did you know that honorees for the Spirit of Excellence Award come directly from Spotlight News? Did you know that ideas for district press releases, media advisories, and web postings come from Spotlight News as well? Did you know that Spotlight News is shared with more than 4,500 recipients on a weekly basis?  
The Office of Public Information wants to publicize your school, but is only able to do so with your help. Please send information to Patrick Wallace by emailing Patrick.Wallace@slps.org.   All information submitted about the success of students, staff, programs, etc. will be included in Spotlight News unless previously published. 
SLPS News

Media Relations Coordinator Julie Linder Has A Baby

Regular readers of Spotlight News are accustomed to receiving this weekly newsletter from Julie Linder.  However, Julie gave birth to a baby boy, James, on Friday, August 13.  James weighed in at 7 lbs and 10 oz. and measured 20.5 inches in length.  Julie reports that she and James are doing fine.  Sadly, this means Julie will now be away from her SLPS desk until mid-October.   So, you are stuck with me, Patrick, until then.  

Metro High Violinist To Perform With St. Louis Symphony Orchestra

Jecoliah Wang, a sophomore at Metro Academic and Classical High School, will perform the Finale of the Violin Concerto of Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky with the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra in concert at Powell Symphony Hall, in an “All Tchaikovsky Concert” on Sunday, September 26, 2010 at 3:00pm. 

Only 15-years-old, Jecoliah already has numerous musical accomplishments on her resume.  Among her honors are winning the Laclede Quartet’s Kids Competition Grand Prize, earning First Place in the Music Teachers National Association’s to represent Missouri, and was a cash prize winner in the William Schatzkamer Young Artist Competition.

 District Receives $471,242 Superintendent’s Book Club Grant 
The St. Louis Public School District has been notified that it will receive a Superintendent’s Book Club Grant in the amount of $471,242.  This Grant will provide more than 27,000 fiction and non-fiction books to our elementary schools, and will also fund extra service time for curriculum development for library media specialists and teachers.  
The Superintendent’s Book Club Grant will be implemented by the District in collaboration with the St. Louis Public Library, the St. Louis Public Schools Foundation and Follet Library Resources.

Cleveland and Clyde C. Miller Earn Academic Challenge Grants
Football players at Cleveland NJROTC and Clyde C. Miller Academy hit the books last fall and earned their schools a respective $10,000 and $5,000 grant from Rams star Oshiomogho Atogwe’s I AM FOUNDATION.  The schools’ football players took part in Atogwe’s Academic Challenge – a contest to encourage the players to raise their teams’ collective grade point averages.  

Cleveland earned $10,000 for posting the highest football team grade point average for fall semester 2009/2010.  Clyde C. Miller earned $5,000 for showing the highest improvement from the 2008/2009 to 2009/2010 fall semester.

Cleveland Principal Susan Viviano and Miller Principal Steve Warmack attended a recent Rams practice to receive their grant checks from Atogwe.

Beaumont Grad Hosts Book Signing 
Beaumont High School graduate Michelle Andrea Bowen, a best-selling author, recently appeared at a book signing at Washington Metropolitan AME Zion Church, 613 N. Garrision Avenue.  Ms. Bowen graduated from the University of North Carolina with a Master’s Degree after earning her high school diploma from Beaumont in 1975.  She recently penned “MORE CHURCH FOLK,” which takes place in St. Louis in the 1980’s.  This book is a follow-up to her best-selling book “CHURCH FOLK,” set in Mississippi in 1963.  
 Ford Elementary Provides School Supplies To Students 

MISSION St. Louis and Ford Elementary Community Education Full Service School recently joined forces to provide book bags and school supplies to almost 200 families in the St. Louis area.  The St. Louis Fire Department stopped by to demonstrate the rescue ladder and water release technology.  Other highlights included food, face painting, fun and a bicycle give-away.

Big Picture’s Party With A Purpose!

On Monday, August 16th Big Picture Academy students in grades 7th – 12th had a “party with a purpose.” Each advisory was assigned a positive trait and was asked to prepare a brief skit exemplifying that trait. Students used just a few props and a lot of creativity and talent to demonstrate their trait. Middle school students collaborated to show everyone the meaning of being trustworthy and courageous and advisory groups of high school students developed scenes to depict respect, love, hard work, determination and honesty. 
When it comes to building a culture of respect and professionalism, Big Picture students and faculty really know how to inspire! Big Picture Academy incorporates challenging, rigorous and creative learning for all, along with work-related internships for students in 9th – 12th grades.
Editor’s note:  The above news item was submitted by Victoria Kozak Robinson
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Upcoming Events

2010 Open Houses  (Active Link)
Moolah Shriners Sponsor Free Screening Clinic
The Moolah Shriners are sponsoring a free screening clinic at the Carondelet Family YMCA on Saturday, August 28th from 10am – 2pm.  This free clinic will help identify children in the area who can benefit from the expert care provided at Shriners Hospitals for Children.

Children up to the age of 18 with an orthopedic condition are eligible to attend the screening clinic.  Children will not be diagnosed, but will be evaluated by a medical professional to determine if the child is eligible for treatment.  Acceptance as a patient is based solely on a child’s medical needs.  Families need not know a Shriner to attend the clinic.  All care at Shriners Hospitals for Children is provided without financial obligation to the family.

For screening clinic information, please contact Todd Litzau at (314) 488-8350.

Teachers Invited To Blues Music History Panel Discussion
SLPS teachers of all disciplines are invited to attend a Blues Music History Panel on Tuesday, August 31st from 7pm – 8:30pm at the Centene Center for the Arts, 3547 Olive Street in Grand Center.  “The Foundations of Blues Music” is a panel discussion of the historical, cultural, and social events that lead to what we now call the Blues.  It is also a professional development opportunity, complete with a complimentary lesson plan/template, and curriculum development materials.

This event is free and includes complimentary appetizers and soft drinks.  Live music follows the panel discussion. 
F.A.C.E.  Of SLPS Hosts Million Fathers March Event On September 7

The 2010-2011 school year marks the third year of The F.A.C.E. (Fathers as Advocates for their Children’s Education) of SLPS program.  The F.A.C.E. of SLPS will host the 3rd observance of the “Million Father March” on Tuesday, September 7, 2010. Please accompany your child to school and emphasize the importance of education and coming to school every day! Last year, more than 200 “fathers” became members of The F.A.C.E. of SLPS, please join us this year!

 
Parent Assembly Meeting

Date: Wednesday, September 15, 2010
Time: 6:30pm

Location: Metro High School, 4015 McPherson

Dairy Fully Fueled Tour to Visit Dewey International Studies

Date: October 15th
Location: Dewey International Studies, 6746 Clayton Ave. 
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